successful, these aspiring TTCs may follow in JTI's footsteps, fundamentally changing the global tobacco industry landscape.
What are the public health implications if Asian tobacco companies are successful? First, more players mean fiercer competition for market share, especially in emerging markets. Evidence suggests that increased competition brings downward pressures on price, encourages product innovation and ramps up marketing. 17 All encourage greater consumption of products that already kill six million people annually. 18 Second, enticed by industry promises of tax revenues and employment, Asian governments are being tempted to prioritise tobacco production over public health and other concerns. This choice lies behind the current indecision of the Indonesian government. Further expansion, rather than contraction, of production by new TTCs directly undermines any endgame strategy for tobacco use. 19 Efforts to substantially reduce tobacco use over coming decades will require the public health community to grapple with the looming risk posed by emerging Asian companies. This begins by demonstrating to Asian ministries of finance that TTCs, Asian or otherwise, create huge net economic costs to societies. In 2012, total economic cost of smoking (health expenditures and productivity losses) equalled 1.8% of the world's gross domestic product (GDP), with almost 40% incurred by developing countries. 20 Moreover, the promised benefits may be fleeting. 21 Asian tobacco companies are already investing in leaf and manufacturing facilities overseas where they can source at least cost and thus earn most profit. 11 This new phase of tobacco industry globalization, above all, underscores the need for collective action through the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. Any efforts to strengthen supply-side measures -ownership, quotas, licensing and other regulation of production -requires all governments to limit tobacco production, and hold the industry to full account for the true costs of its deadly products.
